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Old Testament Prophets
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Prophecy in Israel

Preclassical Prophecy ;e & Jéf 1564 (a)
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Prophecy in Israel

Classical Prophecy: 2 S (b)
Period Function Audience Message Examples

. s Moses J’)LVLbéJ%JVG!&’/"
National guidance
Pre-monarchy ~ Mouthpiece-  People Maintenance of justice e G JJ‘ & frtp,
leader Spiritual overseer Transition: )’ LvLJ’) )’
e Srw. 15{(.5 S
Nathan w KV

Military advice Elijah

Pre-classical ~ Mouthpiece-  King and Pronouncement of I:Iis;h;\ ( ’)r b“/ w r —06 M J )f; b’(ﬁ-ﬁf
adviser court rebuke or blessing Micaiah
P _/;‘;A;,g(oﬂaj"“dv)df P

Transition:

North — Jonah uﬂ“w&
Rebuke concerning current ~ South — Isaiah J”‘J’(}"h &L - k’"’”
condition of society; leads to
Mouthpiece- warnings of captivity, JL‘G})DMJ)’DKAﬁ‘_’d‘ : K4

Classical social/spiritual ~ People destruction, exile, and Writing

commentator promise of eventual prophets — ,/. U‘?;‘ b : Ldf’i{&: I}I
scl Py » -

restoration Best example:

Call for justice and Jeremiah
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Prophecy in Israel

Classical Prophecy =y K (b)
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Types of Prophetic Oracles

Oracular Categories

Indictment

Judgment

Instruction

Aftermath

Description Preexilic Emphasis Postexilic Emphasis
Statement of the I.Socus pnr.nanl.y 59 ; .Focus e
idolatry, ritualism, giving proper honor
offense ST
and social justice to the Lord

Primarily political and Interprets recent
projected for near or current crises as
future punishment

Punishment to be
carried out

Very little offered;  Slightly more offered;

generally return to more specifically
REpECIEd o nge God by ending addressed to
wicked conduct particular situation
Presented and Presented and
Affirmation of future understood as coming understood as
hope or deliverance  alfter an intervening  spanning a protracted
period of judgment time period
Religious: Now
Socioeconomic:
Potential

Political: Eventual
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Division of the Prophetic Books
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Any Questions?
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